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2014 

 
The English Olympiad is a national English competition that draws more than 7500  

entries each year. The competition is organised jointly by the Grahamstown Foundation 
and the South African Council for English Education (SACEE). 

 
AIMS OF THE ENGLISH OLYMPIAD 

 
To enrich learners through the study of English and to encourage critical thinking and cre-
ative writing. 
 

WHAT IS THE FORMAT OF THE EXAMINATION? 
 
Candidates are required to prepare for a 3-hour examination, which uses the open-book 
system. This means that the set text can be used during the examination. 
 

WHEN AND WHERE? 
 

The 3-hour examination will be written at your school on Tuesday, 4 March 2014.  
 
Please note the following: It is not possible, for practical and security reasons, to  
allow schools to write the examination on different dates.  Schools are requested to take 
the set date and time into account when planning their own calendars. Please check that 
your candidates will be able to write on this day.  
 
Schools may start the examination any time between 11h00 and 14h00 on the  
examination day, provided the candidates are allowed 3 hours to write. The date of the 
examination is determined by the time needed to process the results, so that the top 15 
candidates can be invited to attend the Grahamstown National Schools Festival in July. 
  

WHAT IS THE SYLLABUS FOR 2014? 
 
The THEME for the Olympiad will be “Language, Literature and Laughter”.  The  
anthology entitled Life’s a Laugh?  will include two short extracts from Shakespearean 
plays and two short, modern South African plays. 
 
More details about the structure of the paper will be supplied on enrolment.  The 2014 
examination paper will differ from previous papers in that it will include a language section 
which relates to the theme.  The emphasis in Section A will be on responding to, and an-
alysing humour in literature, while Section B will focus on comic language.  A study guide 
on both sections will be made available to candidates with the anthology. 

 
WHO MAY ENTER?  

 
The competition is open to ALL learners who will be in Grades 10, 11 and 12 in 2014, that 
is those learners who are currently in grades 9 to 11. 



The 2013 English Olympiad Top 15 winners with Mr Tsepo Monaledi, De Beers Head of Government 
Relations and Mrs Mahlako Madisa (far right) of the De Beers Saturday School and Khula Weekend 
School after the prize giving ceremony held during the National Schools Festival in Grahamstown. 

 
WHAT ARE THE REWARDS? 

Top 3 

The 2014 Top 3 candidates will receive substantial cash prizes of R25 000 each 
broadening their opportunities for possible further study or travel. 
 

Top 15 
 

During June 2014, the names of the top 15 achievers are announced. The top 15          
candidates are invited to attend the National Schools Festival in July in Grahamstown 
free of charge.  

The English Olympiad prize-giving is held during the National Schools Festival, and the 
rank order of the Top 100 is announced. Learners who are ranked between 4th and 20th 
positions will receive cash prizes, and/or books or book vouchers. 

Top 50 

The top 50 candidates will be offered free tuition scholarships for their first year of 
any course of study at Rhodes University immediately upon successful completion of 
their matriculation examination, subject to their meeting the University’s entry 
requirements. 

Certificates 

Each candidate who enters and writes the English Olympiad is eligible for a certificate  
indicating their exam evaluation (Participation, Merit, Bronze, Silver or Gold.) Those    
candidates who do not complete the paper, or whose answers are clearly insufficient, will 
not receive a certificate. 

HOW DO LEARNERS ENTER? 
 
Entries are only accepted through schools.  
 
Mainstream paper or First Additional Language (FAL) paper? Candidates entered 
from one school must all write the same paper. Schools must choose to enter all their 
candidates in either the mainstream paper or the FAL paper, and must indicate the 
school’s choice clearly on the relevant section of the entry form. FAL entries are accepted 
subject to the condition outlined under FIRST ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE (FAL) 
ENTRIES below. 
 
Anthology: The Anthology entitled Life’s a Laugh?  is the prescribed text for study for 
the 2014 English Olympiad.  As the examination is based on an open-book system, every 
candidate is required to purchase a copy of this text. While this adds to the cost of 
entering the Olympiad, an open-book examination enables more creative answers. It also 
ensures there is a text available for every candidate. No entry will be accepted from 
candidates who do not purchase the text. The organisers of the English Olympiad 
cannot permit the use of photocopies. It is illegal in terms of copyright laws.  
 
Entry forms: Please fill out both pages of the enclosed entry form to enter your 
candidates, and fax/email it to the Olympiad Officer before the closing dates shown 
under the section ENTRY FEES & CLOSING DATES on the next page. 
 

FIRST ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE (FAL) ENTRIES 
 
The FAL Olympiad exam paper will be based on the same anthology and theme, and will 
require just as much preparation for the examination as the mainstream paper however, 
the paper itself will differ from the mainstream paper in that there will be fewer question 
choices and simpler language will be used in each exam question. It is by no means an 
easier paper but it is a more truncated one that is better suited to English First Additional 
Language learners.   
 
Condition applied to FAL Entries: To be eligible to write the FAL examination paper 
schools entering to write the FAL paper can do so on condition that all their Olympiad 
candidates are registered at their school for English First Additional Language as a 
Matric subject. 
Please note: Schools may not enter some candidates for the FAL exam, and others for 
the mainstream exam. 

DETAILED ASSESSMENTS 
 
Provision has been made for a limited number of candidates to apply for comment on 
their scripts. Application should be made in writing when your school sends through their 
entries and payment to the Olympiad Officer. Each detailed assessment costs R120.00 
over and above the actual entry fee.  
 
A maximum of 2 detailed assessments per school is allowed. The assessment will be 
sent to the candidate via his/her school after the results have been released. 
  
The deadline for requests for detailed assessments is Wednesday 6 November 2013.  



ENTRY FEES & CLOSING DATES 
 
Entry fees are payable upon application i.e. when you submit your school’s Entry From. 
The entry fee covers the administrative and postage costs of the Olympiad, and the cost 
of the text.  

Teachers may purchase a separate copy of the text for R32.00 
 

BANKING DETAILS FOR ALL PAYMENTS 
 
Name:  The Grahamstown Foundation 
Bank:   Standard Bank 
Branch:  Grahamstown 
Branch code:  050917 
Account number:  081996071 
**NB** Reference to appear on Deposit slip/EFT: EO & Your School’s Name 
 

ENGLISH OLYMPIAD SPONSORSHIP (EOS) 
 

There are a limited number of partial bursaries for students who cannot afford the entry 
fees. This is a wonderful opportunity for your students to engage with the English  
language via the theme “Language, Literature and Laughter”.  If your candidates are 
not able to afford the full entry fee, please ask your:  
 
 Candidates to each write and sign a short letter of application saying why they 

would like to write the exam, stating how they plan to prepare for the examination 
and confirming that they will write the examination on the day.  

 School Principal to write a supporting letter to endorse the candidates’ bursary 
applications (this can be for a moderate group of candidates).  

 
Bursaries will be awarded on merit, and on a first come, first served basis. Each EOS 
applicant must pay a contribution of R15.00 by direct deposit, cheque or postal order - no 
cash will be accepted. Please do not send through payment until the Olympiad 
Officer has confirmed approval of your bursary applications. The closing date for 
bursary applications is 13 September 2013.  Please send applications to the Olympiad 
Officer at PO Box 304, Grahamstown, 6140 or phone 046 603 1145/107 for more 
information. 

MAIN CLOSING DATE: Friday 13 September 2013 (R100.00) 
If your school enters anytime before 13 September your entries  

will cost R100.00 each. 
 

LATE ENTRY CLOSING DATE: Wednesday, 6 November 2013 (R115.00) 
If your school enters anytime between 13 September and 6 November, your entries will 

cost R115.00. Please note that entering earlier will benefit your  
candidates as they will receive their texts earlier and have more time to prepare.   

 
Proof of payment needs to be received by the Olympiad Officer, with your entry form,  

before the entry closing dates to qualify for the respective entry fees above.  
Entries will not be processed without a proof of payment.  
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POSTAGE LIABILITY 
 
If you have not received your set texts within 4 weeks of payment, please contact the 
Olympiad Officer on (046) 603 1145/107. The Grahamstown Foundation cannot be held 
responsible for the loss of texts in the post. Should your correctly addressed parcel be 
returned to our offices after 4 weeks, you will be liable for an additional postage fee for the 
parcel to be re-sent to your school. 



 

 

 
 
 

 

 

 

The English Olympiad is now online! 

 

 

Logon on to: 

www.SAEnglishOlympiad.org.za 

 
 Track your materials and check that your schools’ information is 

accurate and up to date at all times. 

 Get updates on the progress of the competition! 

 View your candidates’ entries after submitting! 

 View your candidates’ results once they have been released! 

 View the rank order of the Top 100 winners! 

 

Please note that your school will be given a login and a password to view your entries once 
your entry form and proof of payment has been received, and we have entered  

your candidates names onto the database. 

Contact the Olympiad Officer for more informa on: 

Tel: (046) 603 1145 / 07 

Email: olympiad@founda on.org.za 

 South African Council 
for English Educa on 

Grahamstown 
Founda on 

 
 

 

  

The 2013 Top 3 winners of the English Olympiad, from left, Iqraa Daniels  
(3rd place, Oakhill School), Daniel Peter (1st place, St David’s Marist Inanda), 
Tsepo Monaledi, (De Beers Head of Government Relations) and Lucy Grinker 
(2nd place, Clarendon High School for Girls) 

If you wish to enter the English Olympiad in 2014, please  
complete the enclosed entry form and return it to: 

The Olympiad Officer 

Fax: (046) 622 7462 or 086 262 6048 (note new fax number) 

E-mail: olympiad@foundation.org.za 

Post: Grahamstown Foundation 

P O Box 304 

GRAHAMSTOWN 

6140 

 
Office Hours: 

Monday-Friday 08:00 - 16:30 

Tel: (046) 603 1145 or 603 1107 

 

Website: www.SAEnglishOlympiad.org.za 

 


